
 
 

 

 

 

 

REL 310 Jesus of Nazareth 

Fall 2019 

Friday 8:30–11:15 am 

Professor: Roy R. Jeal, Ph.D. 

Contact Information 

Professor: Roy R. Jeal, Ph.D. 

Office: Room 306 

Telephone: 204-924-4874 

E-mail: roy_jeal@boothuc.ca 

 

Territory Acknowledgement 

 

I would like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty One territory in the heart of the Métis Nation. 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday 10:30 am–noon 

Wednesday 10:30 am–noon 

Friday  1:00–2:00 pm (exceptions) 

Or when I’m in the office 

Or by appointment. Contact me by email. 

 

1. Description 

 

This course examines the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth as presented in the New 

Testament gospels. In order to understand the gospel portrayal of Jesus, consideration will be 

given to the identity and nature of the sources, to the historical, socio-cultural, literary and 

rhetorical environment, to the activity and teaching of Jesus, and to the meaning of his life and 

message. Brief consideration of some non-canonical Early Christian gospels will enhance our 

study. The course involves consideration of the gospel texts, of current discussions and 

interpretations of Jesus, and of his continuing significance for biblical and theological 

understanding. 

 

Credit Hours: 3 

Prerequisite: REL 201  

Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: 1 November 2019 

Time Extension Application Deadline: 22 November 2019 

 

 

 

 

mailto:roy_jeal@boothuc.ca


2. Objectives 
 

The aim of this course is for students to gain a coherent knowledge of Jesus of Nazareth, the 

canonical literature that deals with him directly, and his meaning and significance. Through a 

combination of class sessions, reading assignments and written assignments, students will be 

able: 

 

 to articulate their understanding of who Jesus was and what he did; 

 to describe the nature and content of the canonical documents that discuss Jesus, his work and 

his thought; 

 to describe the message of Jesus; 

 to describe their understanding of the continuing significance of Jesus; 

 to provide a basic description of some scholarly views of Jesus. 

 

Note that the Booth University College Calendar indicates the following Learning Objectives for 

the Religion Program: 

 Skills in critical analysis and interpretation of Christian and other religious beliefs and 

practices, sacred texts, and their cultural and intellectual contexts; 

 A wide knowledge of the influence and importance of religion and faith in human life; 

 The ability to articulate understanding in spoken and written presentations that reflects skill 

and independent study and the use of a broad range of resources; 

 Recognition of the value of these skills and understandings for growth, for critical 

understanding and for responsible participation in society and culture. 

 

Additional Learning Outcomes are listed in the Booth University College Calendar. 

3. Textbooks 

New Revised Standard Version Bible 

  

Michael R. Cosby. Portraits of Jesus: An Inductive Approach to the Gospels. Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox, 1999. ISBN 9780664258276 

 

Additional reading materials will be distributed in class 

 

Browse the Bible Odyssey website (http://www.bibleodyssey.org/) to gain familiarity with a 

wealth of material on Jesus of Nazareth and related Bible topics. 

 

4. Requirements 

 

 Attendance at all class sessions is essential to learning. Attendance will be recorded. 

Unexcused absences will be penalized 1% per class session. Note that each Friday session is 

a double (= 2) class. 

 Possession of a hardcopy NRSV Bible in all class sessions. 

 Completion of reading and written assignments on time. Reading and writing are 

foundational to the course. Reading informs students about the content and meaning of the 

primary and secondary sources and prepares them for class presentations and discussions. 

 Participation in classroom discussions. Aim to convince the professor that you have prepared 

for class sessions and that you are engaged with the course material. 



 Based on your careful reading, prepare a reading report in which you describe and interpret 

the storyline and plot of either the Gospel According to Mark or (not both) the Gospel 

According to Luke. Due 11 October. Your report should be approximately 1000 words 

length. In addition to the approx. 1000 words, include a list of about 12 words that stand out 

to you as being particularly significant in your reading of the gospel. Look up word 

definitions in the Anchor Bible Dictionary (library reference section). A reading report is a 

good way for you to know and demonstrate you know something of the content, plot, 

argument, conclusions, and effect on audiences of a book. 

 Prepare a paper of approximately 1500 words in which you provide a report and evaluation 

on the content of either the non-canonical Infancy Gospel of Thomas or the non-canonical 

Infancy Gospel of James. Copies of these texts will be provided along with some secondary 

readings. What are these stories aiming to do? On what are they based? Why would early 

believers in Jesus write such texts? Due: 1 November. 

 Prepare a concise, carefully structured, clearly articulated, and thoughtful comparative 

analysis and interpretation of the Birth Narratives of Jesus in Matthew 1:18–2:23 and Luke 

1:26–2:56. How are narrations the same? How are they different? What do the narrations 

wish to convey to their audiences? The aim is to discover ideas in the biblical text and how 

the ideas are conveyed to readers. You must consult secondary materials and indicate 

them in a bibliography. Approaches to analysis and interpretation will be described in class. 

Due: 2 December. 
 

These assignments are intended for students to demonstrate that they understand and can 

articulate their understanding of the subject matter of the course and of the primary and secondary 

literature. The papers must be prepared according to appropriate academic style: double-spaced; 

paginated; Times New Roman font size 12; 2.5 cm margins; correctly formatted bibliography, 

references and footnotes; correct structure, grammar and spelling. Details will be discussed in 

class. https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf 

 

All assignments are mandatory in order to receive a passing grade. Reading assignments are to be 

completed according to the Reading Schedule provided in class. Late written assignments will 

incur a penalty of 5% per day. 

 

5. Grading 

 Reading Report   25% 

 Non-canonical gospel analysis 25% 

 Birth Narratives paper  40% 

 Participation   10%                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

Percentage Equivalents Scale 

 

A+ 95–100% 

A 84–94 

B+ 78–83 

B 73–77 

C+ 67–72 

C 60–66 

D 50–59 

F <50 

 

Letter Grades and Grade Points 

 

A+ (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, exceptional 

organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize; a strong grasp of the subject matter 

with sound critical evaluations; an extensive knowledge base. 

https://www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/pubs/SBLHSsupp2015-02.pdf


A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 

organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize; an strong grasp of the subject matter 

with sound critical evaluations; an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 

demonstrated to analysis and synthesis; a very good grasp of the subject matter; good critical 

judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues; very good familiarity with the 

relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity and analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 

examination; good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C+ (2.5) Adequate performance with evidence of a grasp of the subject matter; evidence of 

critical capacity and analytical ability, an understanding of the relevant issues; familiarity with the 

relevant literature. 

C (2.0) Marginally Adequate performance with evidence of a basic grasp of the subject matter; 

evidence of basic critical capacity, a basic ability to develop solutions to simple problems; basic 

familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter and 

evidence that marginal critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F (0) Inadequate performance without evidence of even understanding of the subject matter; 

little evidence of critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use of the literature; failure to 

satisfy course requirements. 

 

6. Academic Integrity 

 

Note the Booth University College Statement on Academic Integrity: 

“It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 

portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both the 

student and the reputation of the University College. Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 

examinations or term tests…is subject to serious academic penalty that may include loss of part 

or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal from the University 

College, or other serious consequences. …. To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another 

person and pass them off as one’s own. In short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an 

object. Obviously it is not necessary to state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, 

but students are expected to acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their 

written work, whether quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables 

and the like, as well as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources. …. 

It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits an assignment in whole 

or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or answers of another student 

in any test, examination, or take-home assignment” (2019–2020 Academic Calendar, p. 22).  

 

7.  Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones 

 

“We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 

between professors and fellow students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom 

only for the purposes of course instruction.  The use of computers, the internet (including email), 

downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 

permission of the professor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 

other related activities are not allowed in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers and 

other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the discretion 

of the professor” (2019–2020 Academic Calendar, p. 30). 

 



Sound on all devices must be turned off during classes. 

 
8. Policy on Unclaimed Work 

 

Students are responsible to claim all term work, assignments, or tests. Any term work not claimed 

by students will be held for a period of four months from the end of the final exam period for the 

term for which the work was assigned. At the conclusion of this time all unclaimed work will be 

destroyed in accord with FIPPA guidelines. 

 

  



8. Course Outline 

 

Reading Week 13–19 October 

No Class 22 November 

 

Introduction to the Course 

 

Sources: The Background and Evidence for Jesus 

 Sources: their nature; how to read them 

 Backgrounds: Judaism; politics; geography 

 Reading: Cosby, Chapter One 

 

Contexts: Theological, Historical, Rhetorical 

An Outline of the Life of Jesus 

The Rhetoric/Persuasiveness of Jesus and the Gospels 

 

Analysis: Reading and Interpreting the Gospel Texts 

 

Jesus the Teacher: The Kingdom of God 

Reading: Mark; Cosby Chapter Two 

 

Jesus the Teacher:  Miracles 

  

Jesus the Teacher:  Parables 

 

Jesus the Teacher:  The Sermon on the Mount 

Reading: Matthew; Cosby Chapter Four 

 

Jesus the Teacher:  Ethics 

 

Investigating Major Events 

 Incarnation: The Birth Narratives 

 The Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry 

 Fasting and Temptation  

 Caesarea Philippi 

 Calling and Sending the Disciples 

 The Transfiguration  

Reading: Luke; Cosby Chapter Three 

 

Investigating Major Events 

 The Last Week of Jesus 

 Why was Jesus Killed? 

 Resurrection 

 Ascension and Exaltation 

Reading: John; Cosby Chapter Five 

 

  



Interaction: What did People Think about Jesus? 

 Acceptance, Rejection, Conflict 

 Politics 

 

Jesus’ Self-understanding 

 Bringing in the Kingdom 

 Speaking and Acting Authoritatively for God 

 Son of God?  Christ/Messiah?  Saviour? 

 

What Were Jesus’ Aims and What did he Accomplish? 

 Reading: Cosby Chapter Six 

 

Interpretations of Jesus 

 The Quest of the Historical Jesus 

 Jesus in Recent Thought 

 

Who was Jesus? 

 


